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RAGNAROK A NORDIC DISASTER LEGZND | 





Herewith will be found a preliminary outline of an 
analysis of the Ragnarok myth es expressed in the Eddase 
In a forthcoming issue an endeavour will be made to re=- 
late these stories of disaster and enforced migration 
to other Muropean myths, such as the Oera Linda Boek, 
which has not receivec critical evaluation for a number 
of yearse 

At the same time investigation into the records of 

carly Atlantic voyagers who were not referred 
reecnt article on "Narly Celtic Travellers" 
procceding. The main difficulty here is that most 
of the Moorish records are only available at sccond or 
third hand, as for cxample the story of the journcy of 
an cxpcdition from the Barbary Statcs to tne Caribbcan 
about 2 century bcfore Columbus, which has been referred 
to by severel sourcese 

On the sesndinavian journeys to Vincland, in spite 
of the dcup scatcd reluctance of the Amcricnn academic 
1a to acecpt even the possibility of anybody having 
i to precede Columbus, end the contemptuous dismis- 

cverything which has been produccG -<s cvidence = 
tones 2nd the like = the cecrction of moccrn cis- 
cry and roseorch is graduclly procucing a somocwhct 
milder climstce An crticic dealing With the voyages of 
Eric the Red ane his followers will cppear curing th 
Latcr months of this ycaore 

The purpose behind 211 this is to producc r 
able cvidence of tn “~lImost unbroken scrics of vor: 
across the Aticntic from the carlicst times to the 
Columbus, ane to show thet the tracition of ln 
West has persistcd cver since the Atlantis 
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[ cHE TWILICH? OF THE NORDIC cops | 





Egcrton Sykes, 1961 


Tht the Nordic Raccs were adversely affected by 
some great world catastrophe is self cvident from thcir 
literature: The Eddss, in particular, plus vorious Gcrman, 
Estonian snd Finnish writingse 

The two most dctailed versions of the story are those 
in the Gylfaginning, in the Prose dda, cnd in the Volu- 
psn, in the Poetic Hdda. It has been asserted that these 
hove been composed the one from the other, but the cxis- 
tenec of slight differences in detail between them indi- 
entcs that they may well have been versions of the same 
story claborated by diffcercnt tribes, or groups of sur- 
vivorse 

It scems reasonably certain that the city of Asgard, 
the enpitel city of the acsir and the Vanir, surrounded 
as it was by the Jotun or giants, with whom they were ct 
war, “nd with mountcin crevces inhabited by dwarves - the 
short, swert, round herded met .l workers with whom the 
Aesir vere at pence, crnnot hve been in Seondinavic, 
which was the plice to which the survivors eventuclly 
movcde 

The originnl Acsir were = coven of twelve lcd by 
Odin, the Allfcthcr, their original priest leadere Dur- 
ing the yerrs there must have bcen mony Odins, whilst in 
the samc wey there were numerous changes in the composi- 
tion of the twelve. Actunlly we have some thirty scven 
namcs listcd, several of which were doubtlcss titlcs 
which were used again and again. 

The story of the catastrophe postulates a situation 
when both the Aesir and the Giants were menaced by the 
same fate, and where a bloody battle was fought between 
two, or more, groups of refugees seeking a havene 

That the cisaster was of a cosmic nature is obviouSe 
What is not so clear is the precise cause or cven the datée 
Here the Hocrbigcr Thcory of the world disaster caused 
cither by the loss of our previous moon or the capture 
of our present one seems to fit very well into the pic- 
ture as we see it. There is also the possibility that 
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thcre was a sudden shift of the axis of the carth at 
the time. 

It should, however, be observed that Velikovsky 
with his Theory of a colliding star; Hapgood with his 
idea of a shifting crust of the carth, Kamienski with 
his idea of an Asteroid, or comet, Boncff with his sug- 
gestion of tidal movements causcd by an astcroid are 
@11 competitors in the ficld, ond it is fairly certain 
that among these four suggestions the right answer will 
be founde 

Of the organisation of the Acsir, and of the Vanir, 
whom they scem to have absorbed at some period, they 
held both women cand men in equal csteem, gods and god- $ 
desses being of similar steandinge Odin the Fcthergod, 
whose name must have been that of a dynasty of rulcrs, 
with his palace of Vaithalla in Asgard; the Jotun or 
Giants, who lived at Jotunhcim or Utgard; and the 
dwarves or mctal workers who lived at Alfhcim; all 
formed parts of 2 closely connected community of races 
of which the first tio were frequently at war with exch 
othcr with the dwarvcs supplying weopons, trinklets and 
advice to both sidese Asgard svecms to be the most 
likcly name for % capital city as neither the giants nor 
the dwarves were city builders or dwcllecrs. 

As regords the dwarves it scems thet there was a 
race of metal workers known as the Alfar, from which we 
get our word '#1f'. Another group was the Lovar. The 

ames of seventy of them are known. 

The distinction bctween the Acsir and the Asynjor, 
secms to have been that they were the masculine and 
feminine variants of the same word. The lcader of the 
Asynjor was called Freya or Frigga, and has been 
equated to Aphrodite, it must héve been a title of 
rank taken by successive holders of the officce Frigga 
was brought into the picture as a North German goddcss, 
but may originally have been the goddess of thc Vanir 
as opposed to Freya the goddess of the Acsir. The 
names of twenty two of them arc recordcde 

The Valkyrics, of whom the names of seventcen are 
known, were the priestesses of the College of Sibyls 
known as the Norns, and were always lcd into battle by 
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skuld the Norn of the Futuree Urd and Verdandi the 

Norns of the Past and Prescnt invariably remained behind 
at the College. again the titles must have been born by 
@ succession of holders, some of whom were from the Aesir, 
some from the giants, some from the dwarvese They were 
called the daughters of Davaline The alternate names 

for the Norns were Disar, Sing and Dise The Norns are 
known to most people as the witches in 'liacbeth' and as 
the fairy godmothers of children's tales. 

Practically the only sources of information avail- 
able arc contained in the three versions of the Hddas, 
composed by Sacmund, Saxo Grammaticus, and Snorri Stur- 
lason dated 1090 AD, 1190 AD, and 1220 AD respectively. 
To supplement these we have the "Hero of Estonia" and 
the Kalevala, dealing with .stonian and Finnish Folk 
Lore respectively, and an old High German Poem called 
"Muspillie" There is also some slight relationship be- 
tween certain members of the sesir and the Frisians, 
where Alucin writing in about 770 4D mentions that 
Fosite (Forscti) was a Frisian god and the son of Baldere 
Poulus Diaconus and Jonas of Bobbio both writing between 
750 and 800 4.D refer to Odin. There ere other sourccs 
all over the place but most of thom ere only capable of 
contributing the smallest fragments of additional datdae 

The various North German Sagas: Niblung, Ermeanarich, 
Valdere, Ortnit - Wolf Dictrich, King Rother, ‘:cland, 
Hilde and Gudrun, ctce in many of which occur characters 
whose names are in the various lists above: Asynjor, 
Giants, Dwarves, do not of themsclves contribute fresh 
matcrical on the subjcct of Ragnarok, but, neverthelcss, 
they shoulda always be evailable for consultation by the 
student. 

In preparing the texts for publicction carc has 
been taken to put the scene always in the past rather 
then the historical present in order to stress the point 
that we are refcrring to somcthing which happened a long 
while ego and not to something which is likely to occur 
at any moment. 

So far no effort has been maidc to cquate the Oera 
Linda Bock of the Frisians with the Eddes, while, for 
that matter, the theorics of Pastor Jurgen Spanuth 
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regarding 2 neolithic culture centered on Heligoland 
could also be fittcd into the picture. The cxistence 
of 2 tradition in the Scandinavian lands dating back to 
prchistoric times was shown by the attempt by <- Middic- 
Age authority to put Upsala as the Capital City of 
Atlantis. 


THE STORY OF RAGNAROK «18 GIVEN IN TH GYLF..GINNING, 
IN TH# YOUNGER EDDA OF SNORRI STURLASON 
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ie Gangler then enquired,iJhat can you tell me concerning 
Ragnarok? Har replied, There are very many notable 4 
circumstances concerning it which I may impart to 
youe In the first place came the Fimbul Winter, 
Guring which the snow fell from the four corners of 
the world; the frost was very severe; the tempests 
violent and cangerous, and the sun ceased to shine. 
Three such winters passed away without being temper- 
ed by @ single summer... Three others followed during 
which wer and discord will spread over the entire 
globe. Brethren, out of hatred, slayed each other, 
no-one spercd cithcr his parcnts, his children, or 
his relationse Scc how it is described in the 
Volupsa: "Brethren were cach other's bane, an axe 
age, 2 sword age, a storm age, a wolf agee Then 

the shicld was rent, and these calamities followed 
each other until carth met its doom." 


2e Then happened such things es might be called grcat 
progigics. The Fenrir Wolf devoured the sun to the 
great loss of menkinde The moon was obscurcd by 
anothcr monstcr and rendered useless, the stars flew 
away and vanishcd from the heavens, the carth was so 
violcntly shaken that the mountains could be scen to 
be violently agitated, the trees were torn up by the 
roots, the tottcring hills tumbled hecdlong from 
thcir foundetions, the mannclcs ond irons of the 
prisoners were broken and dashed in picccse 


3e Then was the Wolf Fenrir frvucd, thc sea rushed over 
the carth, bccause the Midgard Serpent chinged into 
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a spectre, had gained the shoree On the ocean sailed 
Naglefar (the ship of the Frost Giants, held together 
with the nails of dead men). The giant Hrim (or Ymir) 
captained this vessel, which the sea, having broken 
its banks, carried along with ite Fenrir the Wolf 
opened his jaws, which stretched from earth to heaven, 
they would have reached even further had there been 
space to allow of this. Jets of fire flashed from 
his eyes and nostrils. Thc Midgard Serpent vomited 
forth floods of poison which overwhelmed the air and 
the waterse 


The Midgard Serpent aligned itself with the Fenrir 
Wolf, and in the confusion the walls of Asgard were 
breached and Sutv, leading the Fire Giants, the Hosts 
of Muspel, rode over the Bifrost Bridge, destroying 
it in their passage, to the plains of Asgard, to give 
battle with the Acsire Here they were joined by the 
Fenrir Wolf and the Midgard Serpent, together with 
Loki and the Giant Hymir and all the Frost Giants who 
followed Loki cven to their deathe 


The Fire Giants merched in battlc array onto the 

plain which is callcd Vigrithr, thc Ficld of the Great 
Battle, being a hundred degrees square on cvery sidce 
Hcimdal the Gate Keeper blew great blasts of warning 
on his mighty horn to awaken the Aesir who assembled 
immcdiatcly in battle order. 


Odin repaired to the Well of :iisdom, guarded by !limir, 
to scek advice as to what he and his soldiers should 
do. The great ash trvce of Yggdrasil was shaken and 
there was nothing on the carth cxempt from fear and 
danger. The Acsir put on their ermour, Odin his 
golden hclmet and his resplendent cuirasse Grasping 
his sword Gungnir and with Thor by his side he mar- 
ched against the Fenrir wolf, Thor was unable to 

help him, as he was cngaged in combat with the Midgard 
Serpente Frey mct Sutr but was defeated and beaten 
down after terrible blows had been exchanged, as he 
had given his invincible sword to Skimir in cxchange 
for the promise of the hand of Gerdde 
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7e Garm the Hell Dog was relcased from Gnipa cavern and 


attacked Tyr, in the resulting combat they both 
killed each other. Thor defeated and killed the 
liidgard Serpent but, recoiling nine steps was, him- 
self killed by the flood of venom released by the 
dying monstere Odin was slain by the Fenrir Jolf, 
which beast was in its turn killed by Vidar who prcs- 
sed down the lower jaw with his foot and rent the 
Wolf aparte Loki and Heimdal fought until they both 
Gicde Finally Sutr darted flame anc fire over the 
carth until everything was comsumcde 


But, ncvertheless Vider and Vali, Nodi and lMegni the 
sons of Thor, a Baldcr and a Hodur survived, as did 
two humans Lif and Lifthrasecr, who propagatcd so 
abundantly that the corth was soon repcopled What 
is more Sunna (thc Sun) gave birth to a daughter, 
who circled the hcavense The first survivors con- 
gregated at Gimlci, the Place Safe agecinst Fire. 





“he version in the Volupsa (Vision of the Vala or 


Vola) tekes up the last twenty two verses of the epic.- 
It runs roughly as follows: 


lie In Gnipa Cave Grim the Hell Dog bays 
Its bonds are broken, the hound is loose 
This tells the story plain to all 
That coom has come. The Aesir will fall. 


4u5- Brethren were each others bane 
4n axe age, @ sword age, a storm age, a wolf age, 
The shield was rent in twain 
Until the earth came to its doom. 


46. Heimdal holds Gjallar aloft 
And from this ancient horn 
Blows loudly the warning 
That destruction comes to all. 


47. The stormy waters rise and swell 
From Mimir's head Odin an oracle secks 
Yggdresil groans and quivers 
Before the threat of Sutrs flame. 


48. 


U9 


50. 


Die 


52e 


530 


Ble 


556 


56. 
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In Gnipa cave, Grim the Hell dog bays, 
Its bonds are broken, the hound is loose 
This tells the story plain to all 

The doom has comee The Acsir will fall. 


With Shield aloft Hrym comes from the East 
The Midgard Serpent writhes in wrath 

And churns the Oceane The Bagle screams 
And tears the deade 


Lashed by Fenrir the olf the rushing waves 

Free Naglcfar the Ship of the Dead 

Which, with Loki at the Wheel, littcrcd with dead, 
Ylosts slowly down from the East. 


Sutr rides from the South with Belder's sword 
which gleams in the light of flickcring flame 
The mountains f2lle The Giants are struck down 
Knights ride to Helle the heavens ere rente 


wheat is it with the Slves? What with the Acsir? 

All Jotunheim is astire The Acsir assemble for 
battle 

The dwarves clamour before their rocky haunts 

The sibyls of the cliffs know not whence or whcrc. 


Then comes the sccond woe of Freya 

Odin strides to fight the ‘Yolf 

The Killcr of Belis (Frey) battles with Sutr 
“ith him dics Freyas only joy. 


Noble Vider, Odin's son 

In mortel combat engages Fenrir the wolf 
With his sword he stabs it to the heart 
Thus revenging his noble father. 


Then Thor strode forth against the Midgerd worm 

Disrcgarding its wide open jaws 

Smiting with great onger he slew the enemy 

But was overcome by the venom with which he was 
drenched. 


The sun grew black, the earth vanished beneath 
the sea 
From the heavens the shining stars rained down 








58. 


60. 


62. 
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Flames of fire surged midst clouds of steam 
The flames scorched the Vault of Heaven itself. 


In Gnipa Cave, Grim the Hell Dog bays 

Its bonds are broken, the hound is loose, 
This tells the story plain to all 

The end has comee The Aesir will fall. 


But lo! From ocean depths my eyes behold 
An earth arising green and fresh 

The torrents abate, the cagles fly aloft 
Secking fish in the resurgent strcams. 


The Acsir mcct again on Ithafell ficld 
And tell again of the Midgard Worm 
Recount once more the deeds of yore 
And read the runcs of Odin's times. 


On thet green and grassy sward 

Once agein they will find 

The golden tablets of times now past 
hich the Acsir had once uscde 


Albeit pastures arc as yet unsown 

with the harvcst cvil will disappcar 

Once again Baldecr and Hodur will build 

Anew on Valhalla the sacred places of the gods. 


There can Hocni redcem his fate 

Ana both brothers sons beget 

Under the wide heavens 

Whet more would ye know? 

‘The great room shines like sunlight 

And is adorned with gold and reindecr horn 
There will new generations dwell 

Who will revere the deeds of the past. 


Thenee come the great to th: feasting of 
the gods 

They will decide and decisions take 

To end all quarrels and bring order where 
cheos reigned. 


—- 
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65e The dark gleaming dragon is now in flight 
To the nether worlds of the Nida Hills 
Bearing as he flies over the plain 
The corpses - The Vola has gone 


There are other refcrences to Surt the Fire King in 
"“Vafthrudnismal" where the fires he brought are said to 
have caused the cnd of the then world. A similar rcfcr- 
ence is found in “Grimnismeale" Sutr was assumed by the 
Icclanders to live in the Surtarhcllir, a large lave 
eavern, which may well have been a place of refugee 

In the Vefthrudnismal thers is also a reference to 
the human - ieGe not of the Acsir - pair who survived by 
lying hidden in the grove during the disastcr. Their 
names were Lif and Lifthrasere 


Tit: OLD HIGH GERMAN STORY OF MUSPELLI 





This fragment, which is all that remains of a story 
of destruction handed down to thc Germanic races, is 
obviously rclszted to the Eddic stories, if only by thc 
name “Muspelhcim" which occurs in several places in the 
iiddos es being the home of Sutv. It was stated to lic to 
the south and to heave been full of light and hcate It 
was from here that Sutr rode forth as the lecder of the 
Sons of Muspcll to give battle to the Aesir. 


4- And the Anti Christ battledwith #lijah 


2. Then the stars Prom Heaven and those from Hell 
mcect in deadly combat 


3e Satcn was the ally of the jnti Christ but thcy are 
both doomed 


4. The blood from the wounds of Elijah dropped on the 
earth 


5.- The mountains burned, the trees were forced down 
6. The rivers ran dry and the sea drained away 
7e The Moon fell on the earth and the world was ablaze 
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8. No stone remained standing 


9. Then Doomsday commenced and the World was seared 
with flame 


40. The Heavens opened up and man was helpless and 
afraid 


41-2 The world was swept by flames and tremendous storms 
42-e And all that was known disappeared. 


AN ATTEMPT TO ANALYSE THE RAGNAROK STORIES 





Here we have the picture of a race menaccd by the 
advent of an Ice age, with mile high shects of ice 
Slowly creeping towards them, with long and terrible 
Winters, famine, and absence of Sune 

Near them live the Frost Giants lcd by Sutr, ina 
land with crupting volcanoes but otherwise not much 
different to that of acsire 

Bctwcen cand cround these two raccs live the Dwarfs, 
smiths and smcltcrs, mctcl workers cnd shipbuilders, 
artisans and jewcllcrse 

To judge by the number of ships mentioned in the 
Eddas, all the races were accustomed to sen travel and 
navel architecture, although there is no mention of any 
form of naval battle. 

Who the Frost Giants were, the armics of Muspelheim, 
cannot be said, but it is ccrtain thet they were but 
anothcr race menaced by the samc fate that awaited the 
Acsire Once dey we shall come across their version of 
the story, or perhcps we have already done so and have 
not recognised ite 

The desperate battle for survival between the two 
races, which cnded in a stalemate, was roepidly followed 
by the natural disaster they had both been scceking to 
avoide The great majority were killed but, as alwnys 
happens, in duc course the survivors got togethcr and 
lifc started againe 

Obviously this fits in somewhere into the Atlantis 
theory but where and at which stage it is hard to say. 


13 


It might, however, be observed that there is no 
evidence to enable us to site the disaster. On balance, 
however, it seems improbable that the ancestors of the 
Scandinavians were in Northern Europe at the timee 





| A RECENT CORROBORATION OF \WWORLD-ICE-THEORY | 


Kele iieyer 





The 19th Century myth of “Progress,” was based on 
the assumption that evolution procceded in small stcps, 
lcading cver upwards at a uniform gradicnt.e In geology 
especially, any change was attributed to the slow impact 
of wind and water. "Nature docs not make a icape" We, 
children of a vastly different epoch, think we know 
better. But the truth is never absolute and in our scicnce, 
to mention only quanta and photons, nature makes nothing 
but leapse 

The slow demolition caused by wind and water is 
balanced from one acon to the other by the creative powcr 
of universal catastrophcse This is the old polarity, 
embodied in antiquity by the personalities of Thalcs, the 
philosopher of the water, and Heraclitus, the protagonist 
of the firece The capture of Luna some 12,000 years ago 
had & universal cffcct on life and we may ascribe to it 
the origin of all the ancicnt civilisations. 

Turning from man to animals, we remember the exter- 
mination of the mammoths in Northern Siberia, the most 
impressive and cnigmatic of these eventse <archaclogists 
raisc their cycbrows and schoolboys are thrilled wonder- 
ing at the nature and possible cause of a catastrophe so 
Sudden that it did not even allow those wise pachyderms 
to escape towards the South. 

Ivan T. Sanderson in Noe 1375 of the "WELTWOCHE" 
Zurich, of 18th March 1960, gives a splendid review of 
the traditional explanations and cogently refutes the 
lots It is well-known that some of those animals per- 
ished in a gigantic flood which extended for a good many 
miles into the interior of the continent. This fact. will 
ever be remembered by one of the most charming episodes 
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in the history of sciencee At the beginning of this 
century dauntless membcrs of the Petersburg Geographical 
Socicty assembled for a banguct at which they were 
treated to the meat of a baby-m@mmoth that had been 
stored in the ice near the mouth of the Lena River for 
about 13,000 years. It is said to have becn rather un- 
palatable yet cdible, just as if it had come from cold 
Storagee This animal was undoubtedly ncither frozen to 
death, nor killed by 2 fall, but suffocated by drowning, 
according to a medical examination of the carcasse 

But Mr. Sanderson also drews attcontion to an entire=- 
ly diffcrent casc, that of the newly discovcred Bere- 
sowkc=-mammothe The history of this discovery is really 
dromatice In both mouth and stomach of the animal, 
frozen so many thousands of ycars ago, grccen grass snd 
fresh dandelions were found. This was not ordinary 
frozen meats At this most important juncture technical 
and commercinl cxpericnee comes to the rescue of the 
puzzlicd archaeologist. It is only 2 few years since the 
following fact beccmc know: - ‘yhen fresh meat is put in 
store at only .2 few degrees below freczing point, it 
retains its freshness but the gucality is impaired The 
reason for this is that the cold pcrmeates the tissue 
only slowly and causes the formation of large crystals 
Which destroy the cellse The larger the quantities of 
stored meat, the lower the degrces of temperature necc- 
essary to maintain the quality of the ment. If a gi- 
gxntic animal, especially ao warm-blooded one, is to be 
completely frozen at such 2 speed that the whole of it, 
blood and stomach included, sppecrs to be “bsolutcly 
fresh, degrces of frost have to be applied which are 

ery near space temperaturee 

The situction is brilliantly summed up by T. 
Senderson in the following passage: “Enormous herds of 
gigantic well-fed animals which cre not cquipped for 
extraordinary cold ere grazing peccefully on sunny 
pastures and feed like gourmets on grass and dandelions 
at temperatures which would 2llow us humans to walk 
ebpout without a coate Suddenly 11 the cnimals dic 
without showing any signs of violence nd before they 
can even swallow the last mouthfule Then they freeze 
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solidly and so quickly thet cvery ccll of thcir cnormous 
bodies despite thcir high temperature is completely 
intact." 

Up to here Prof. Sanderson's arguments are uncontra- 
Gictorye But when he starts to explzin, one is irresis- 
tibly reminded of the story cbout the missionary who 
took a negro boy from the interior of the Camcroons to 
the coast to show him the newly built railway. The boy 
did not seem particularly impressed cand the missionary 
urged: “But look, the train is moving without any oxen 


to draw it alonge" "Well," said the boy, "The oxen are 
somewhere insidee" “Nonsense,” reasoned the missionary, 
"How could the train move at that speed if it were 

driven by an ox?" "Easy," was the boy's scientific ex- 


planation, "It is just a very quick oxe" In science 
thesc kinds of cxplanations cre to be found by the dozcne 

To repeat, fantcstic degrces of frost, which to our 
experience just do not occur in niture, were necessary 
to preserve the ccrcass excctly as it was founde In 
his cendenvours t>? cxplrin our Prof. postulates that 20 
fost oxen, —- I beg your pardon, —- 20 inconccivably mon= 
strous cruptions of volcanoscs were powerful cnough to 
throw the dust, which normelly sails smoothly round our 
planct in the shepe of Krakatou-type clouds, hundreds of 
milcs into spacce This dust then fcll back to the sure 
face of the corth bringing the space cold with ite 

I rcfuse to tekce this hypothesis seriously. The 
fate of this mcemmoth raises problems which can only be 
solved when sccn in 2 world-wide context, by Hoerbiger's 
vision of what happened 13,000 ycars ago. At the cap= 
ture of Luno, not only were vast amounts of water with- 
drawn from the poles, but also huge parts of the atmos-=- 
phere. At the some time 2 shifting of the pole took 
place which consequently chcenged the abode of our mam- 
moth where grass and dandelion grew, and also the 
Ant»erctic of to-day, into ice desertse The surface of 
the carth near both poles was deprived of the protective 
atmosphere and had to suffer a momentary invasion of the 
space cold In this way, the mammoth, media in vita, 
was turned into a frozen monument of the second and 
smaller floods 
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THE PUCK FAIR OF KILLORGLIN 
(Formerly the Festival of LUG, the Irish Apollo) 
by Violet Deering 








THE PARISH OF KILLORGLIN, Coe Kerry, stretches from 
Carean Tuahill to the western coaste This was the country 
of the Iverni (or Iberi) - the most ancient Atlantean- 
related in so far as mythological rclations 20. 

Less than half a mile to the cast of Killorglin, just 
over the river which flows from Killarney lakes to the 
western sca, near the old ford, is a rathe This rath 
is called LISS NA FOILL GABBRA- the fort, or cliff, (or 
high place), of the Goat, and on its western circumference 
is a place marked "cave" which is actually an underground 
chembcre 

This cliff is thirty fcct high; thc chamber, or cave, 
at the cdgc of the mound was the sanctuary where were 
formcrly celebrated the Mysturies in connection with the 
cult of the Deity whose emblcom was thc Goat. 

The festival called the PUCK FAIR is the last vcs- 
tige of the ritual formerly cclebratcd in connection with 
the Irish horned god - called by some Ccrnunnuse He is 
also known as Bucr Aincch (mconing bull or cow~faccd).e 

Necdlcss to say, the participnnts in this cclebra- 
tion arc guite unaware that they arc perpetuating what 
usca to be the most important Pagan Festival in Ireland 
- a festival said to"be as old as times" 

The cult of the horned god appears to have dicd out 
in most places, but in the ancient Kingdom of Kerry there 
is still to be seen annually, this strange and inturest- 
ing survival from Pagan times. 

The PUCK FAIR is held on the 11th of August; at 
one time it was held on the first of that month. (The 
aiteration in th. calendar is responsible for the 
change of datc). 

"On that day," we read, “there had ancicntly been 
cclebratcd the Feast of the Sun-god, LUG, who was the 
originator of all the old Pagan Assecmblics held on 
fixed days, of which most of the Irish fairs are the 





om 


st 


'e 


77 


last vestiges. “It had always been a notable day on 
Which divers kinds of games had been cclebr-ted by the 
ancicnt Irish and which were handed dow to them by 
their Pagan ancestors." 

The following description is typical of what took 
place before the Church was obliged to intervene and ban 
some of the “cclcbrations." It was told by a very old 
person who always attended the festivals. 

The PUCK goat (from Pouca or Phouca = mcaning Fairy) 
was taken straight from his home in the mountains and, 
gaily dccoratcd with garlands and green ribbons, was 
crowned with a gilt crown after which he was solemnly 
proclaimed KING OF TH® FAIR? 

The animal was then hoisted on to a gaily decorated 
platform - thirty feet high (the traditional height of 
the High Place of the Goat) over the heads of the people 
and there he remained for three days and three nights, 
Guring which time Killorglin ceased to exist as such and 
became merely PUCK? 

After denonstrations of singing and dancing (the 
dancing used to be the most important feature of the 
ceremony) KING PUCK was removed from his high throne and 
placed in a carriage escorted by boys and girls wearing 
chaplcts and green ribbons, who were waiting bclow to 
receive him. Later, he was transferred to the shoulders 
of four young men dressed «in green, aftcr which, wear- 
ing his goid crown and covered with a green cloth, KING 
PUCK was led in proccssion by a youth wearing a red coat 
and a hat of mountain heather’ 

After the complction of this part of the ccromony, 
the goat (who had now ceased to be merely KING OF THE 
FAIR), was solemnly proclaimed KING OF IRELANDé 

But instead of having been sacrificed (in accord- 
ance with ancient custom) the goat was liberated, free to 
return to his native Reecks - having reccived cvery kind- 
ness end attention both prior to, and after, his coron- 
ation. 

To any student of the ancient religions it will be 
abundantly clear that this rite had its origin in the 
sacrifice of the god-king who was responsible for the 
fertility of all crops, herds end even the pcople, and 
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the ancicnt Irish god-kings were no exception to this 
rule. 

Latcr, 2 human substitute was found for the king, 
(perhaps c prisoner, or a slave). Later still, an eni- 
mal, or a bird, was substitutcd —- this would be the 
Totcm of the tribe and with the Iverni, it was the wren. 
This accounts for the annual slaughter of these little 
birds on the day following Xmas Day, by pcople calling 
themsslvcs Christians’ The Wren was known also as the 
Druid Bird, because it was greatly veneratcd by the Druidse 

The Festival of LUG was instituted by him in hon- 
our of his fostcer-mother, Tailtiu, who was the daughter 
of the Fomorian king, Tethra, God of the Dead. The Sun 
had died at the time of the Wintcr Solstice, but on the 

5th December, was born ageine (All the Solar gods were 
porn on 25th December). With the \/intcr Solstice was 
associcted another strange survival which was related to 
the some culte 

On the day after Xmas Day, (the sun being already 
in the constellation on Capricorn (the Gont), a festival 
was held in the Dingle Peninsula (also in Kerry). This 
was called TH# ADORATION OF TH PUCK GOAT when scvcral 
gocts were lcd in procession through the town, cach goat 
sitting in a special little cart, very brilliantly dcc- 
orctece with garlands and ribbonse This festival has 
long since been abandoned, as the Church put an end to 
the proceedings which, like so many other similar affairs, 
had degenerated into an orgye 

t is significant that the “leading forth in pro- 
cession" with garlands and flowers, forms part of the rit- 
ual obs -rved intheceremony dealing with The uxpulsion 
of the Scape-goat, in some of the Ancicnt Mysterics. 

It is interesting to note, in conncction with these 
cclebrations, thet August was the "marriagc-month" of 
the Tuatha de Danannse AS already stated, the actual 
date for LUG'S celebrations was the jst August. That of 
Brig (Brigid), the Tuatha de Danann goddess (called THE 
FIZcRY ARROW) was 1st February (Brigid was the Goddcss of 
Firc)+* "hese werc two of the most important datcs for 
the Tuetha de Danann: there were four annually, and they 
were concerned with the breeding scasons of the animalse 
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Formerly there was a very wirene and important ceremony; 
it was the MARRIAGE OF LUG TO THE ZARTH. But no one 
appears to know much about it apart from the fact that it 
was much like what used to take place in Greece curing 
similar ceremonies, dealing with the fertility cult. 

Since the Church had to ban most of what took place 
at the LUGNASAD, the PUCK FAIR is now ostensibly just an 
ordinary fair. But the people would not abandon the prin- 
cipal feature of it, and the Church (very wisely) did not 
insist on the removal of the goat, which in itsclf was 
harmlcss cnoughe So to this day, KING PUCK is still fca- 
sted and ceclaimed nnd people come on the 11th August every 
yoar, from «11 parts of the world to sce this very unique 
Surviveale For the ordinary visitor, cand the young people, 
therc is plenty of cntcrteainment in the fun, games and 
cancins. For the student of folk-lore there is still 
much of Qa very occult neture in what is lcft of this an- 
cicnt fustival - cspecially, if onc can read between 
the lines: 

Onc may interpret it as PUCK, the Fairy Goat; or 
Bacchus (as many pcople do) or Pan; Zcgreus, or cven Cer= 
nunnus — but | whatever onc carcs to suc in this strange 
ccorvumony , hore is the goat - represcntative of a king (a 
sun-¢ sod), oe" is robcd, crowned, feasted, recciving honours 
and acclemations from the populace as he occupics the 
modern cgquiv schcnk of THs HIGH PLAC OF Tih: GOAT, and is 
afterwards "icd in proccssion.' 

This representctive of a god (= saerificel god) hov- 
ing fulfillcd the purpose for which he camc, was tneon 
sloain to cnsure the fertility of thc crops, herds cand 
people, Guring the coming yccre 

Nowadays , fortunately, he is allowed to return un- 
harued to his mountain homee (The goat was held in great 
veneration by the Druids as well as the wren). 

In connection with the worship of the goat-god, the 
following is of interest: “The animals regarded as sacred 
in the Bible...as, for instance, the goat — the Azaz-el 
or God of Victorye..e+eas Ben Lsra says: ‘If thou art 
capable of comprehending the lilyscery of Azaz—cl - thou 
wilt learn the Mystery of His (Goc's) Name - for it has 
Similar associations in the Scripturcs.' 








Christians have forgotten that the goat was the vic- 
tim selected for the Atonement of all Isracl — the Scape- 
goat was the sacrificial martyr, the symbol of the grcat- 
est Mystery on carthe In the Zohar Azaz-cl (the Goat), is 
rathcr the sacrificial victim than the formal Adversary 
of Jehovah." (Sccret DoctrinceVol. 2.P.570) Blavatskye 




















THE VOYAGE OF COLUMBUS 





The journeys of Columbus to the New Viorld show a 
most remarkable secrics of discrepancics between what Col- 
umbus said he was going to do and what he actually dide 

For cxample he statcd that he intended to discover 
the mainland of Asia via the Westcrn Passage, but cven 
when he scemd to have the opportwumity within his grasp 
he never made the slightcst attcmpt to take advantage 
of ite 

And yet all the published documents, cspecially thosc 
of his agreements with the Spenish Court lay stress on 
this and showed little if any intcrest in what he was 
actually discovcringe 

This historical mystcry has been touched upon by 
many writcrs but without appreciable succcsse However 
Professor DoJe Zukernik, of Alma Ata in Kazakstan, USSR, 
who has devotcd considcrable timc to investigating this 
problem has produced a scries of monographs in which the 
various contradictions in the Journals and correspondence 
are analysed, and which are at last giving us the key to 
one of thc minor mysterics of the period of Spanish 
cxpansione 

These have becn published in our sister Journal, NEW 
WORLD ANTIQUITY, for November 1960, April 1961, May 1961, 
with two further papers to follow in July 1961, and Sep- 
tember 1964. Those interested may reccive the sct of 
five papers for 10/- or % 1-50 post frece Please orde 
direct from Markham House Press Ltde 





MARKHAH HOUSE PRESS LTD., 
31 King's Road, 
London, See 3e- 

















